ago              AN ENGINEER'S OUTLOOK

a sentence of twelve months' hard labour. At such
moments, or in anticipation of them, it is well for his
friends to rally round and assure him how confident they
are that he is worthy of the honour the Church has
conferred,

I was trying the other day to explain to an Englishman
what we in Scotland mean by a Moderator, and to put
it simply, I said he was a sort of super-bishop, demo-
cratically chosen to hold office for a year. A well-known
passage in the first letter of St. Paul to Timothy gives a
list of the habits and qualities to be looked for in a bishop.
It will not be disputed that the same tests might fitly
be applied to a Moderator. There is as much need that
he should be the husband of one wife, sober, no striker,
given to hospitality, apt to teach, and so on. You know
the list. But it is incomplete : if we may judge by the
recent practice of this Church, there is yet another
qualification which at least receives preferential treat-
ment. It is surely more than a coincidence that six
successive Moderators, Dr. Cairns and his five predeces-
sors, are all sons of the manse. Dean Inge, in one of his
essays, tells a story of an Eton boy who was asked why
the sons of Eli turned out badly. The reply was that
clergymen's sons always turn out badly. I, too, am a
son of the manse, and so come under this condemnation.
But putting myself on one side, I would ask you to look
at the six Moderators and admit that they have avoided
some of the faults which disfigured the careers of Hophni
and Phinehas. To spare their blushes I shall put it no
higher than that.

In all seriousness I for one can never be sufficiently
grateful that I was born and bred in a Scottish manse.
It was an atmosphere of frugality but never of penury,
of thrift but never of meanness, of industry without
monotony, of simplicity without dullness, of refinement